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MODERN REQUIREMENTS FOR UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES FOR TODAY
(on the example of the current situation of the Library of
the University of Architecture and Construction of Azerbaijan)

Summary.

The University Library is an integral part of the education and cultural heritage of the nation, the level of education in general
depends on the level of its condition, which is why the Ministry of Education sets certain requirements for both the structure and
architecture of university libraries. The buildings and territories occupied by the library must meet the basic standards for the
implementation of the main goals and functions of the library. They also need to be efficient in their space and should be able to
adapt to its use. Even before the construction of the library, it is necessary to design the building project according to the plan of
ensuring flexible functional use, as well as to take into account future adaptations to temporary changes, that is, it provides all
possible comfort in space at any time. An important issue in this case is the financing of libraries, since significant investments
are needed to ensure the desired results. The policy of the organization and use of library resources, the level of state support for
libraries largely depend on the definition of the competence of the latter in the changing system of economic relations. The analysis
of the world library experience shows that in the conditions of a market economy in the sphere of library relations with the state
there are two opposite trends. Since the public-state form of ownership, which assumes that library services are free of charge at the
expense of state budget financing, begins to exist along with other forms of ownership, libraries seek to independently determine
the range of services, opposing state interference in all spheres of library activity. At the same time, being essentially non-profit
organizations, libraries continue to need the help and assistance of the state in solving both economic and legal problems. But
the state no longer establishes "rigid" programs for servicing readers, but acts as a customer or buyer of library services. Thus,
the state guarantees of equal rights to all consumers of information are now reduced to paying from the state budget only a part
of traditional library services, which are provided free of charge. Many modern centers of education invest large amounts of
information in improving their library, because today the university library has turned into a place serving not only for obtaining
information, knowledge, but also a place for holding various state and international conferences.
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To get a comfortable education, concentration
of attention, it is necessary to provide reading
rooms with proper natural lighting, for this
purpose, when building libraries, the height of the
buildings, the tone of the wall covering, and in the
future the size of the selected equipment should
be taken into account first of all. The contiguity of
halls and other premises depends on the number of
readers and is calculated based on the maximum
permissible loads determined depending on the
installed equipment.

In the modern world, in addition to a wide range
of technical achievements, much attention is paid to

the aesthetic side of education, so the interior design
of libraries is of particular interest.

Research work. Interior design of the university
library. Under the influence of scientific and
technological progress, libraries acquire a new image
and play a special role in social life. Thanks to the
provision of public computers and modern equipment,
the number of readers in libraries is increasing every
day. The desire to create optimal functional conditions
in libraries to support the growth of readers and library
work is characteristic of all countries. This task is
solved in each country taking into account specific
conditions and established traditions.
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The interior design must be combined with the
architecture of the building, the interior space of
the building, and must also be compatible with
equipment and furniture [1]. The interior and design
of the library building, in addition to their appearance,
functional and aesthetic design of the premises,
are aimed at creating comfortable conditions for
learning. The library with the new structure is aimed
at creating a special psychological environment, an
atmosphere of goodwill, curiosity, helping to cross
the border between the reader and the environment.

An important aspect of the interiors is the choice
of the color of the room and its lighting, which
contributes to the concentration of the readers’
attention. Also, a responsible role in the formation
of the interior is played by: partitions, exhibition
and other special equipment, decoration, furniture,
artistic photography and even plants and objects
of decorative and applied art. The famous Indian
librarian and mathematician R. S. Ranganatan
suggested decorating reading rooms with tables,
beautiful lamps, curtains, flowers, paintings, and
recommended decorating them as a first-class room
to create a special comfort. But, it is necessary to
take into account the selection of special equipment
and interior design is a delicate matter, so it is
recommended to do it with the participation of
special architects, artists and interior designers.
In addition to the aesthetic side, the functioning of
the library requires audiovisual means, a television
system, light tables and whiteboards, equipment
for watching videos, listening to audio recordings;
automated computers and other technical means [2,
p. 448].

For audiovisual services, the room must be
equipped with a radio, disc and cassette players,
as well as special furniture (tables and chairs).
Nowadays, recreation areas are an important part
of many libraries. There is a growing trend towards
creating comfort all over the world, so many of them
are equipped with comfortable and useful leisure
furniture, among them are: sofas, armchairs, including
sleeping chairs, bedside tables and furniture that can
be moved on wheels [3, p. 142-148].

A characteristic feature of the modern university
library is the liberation of the area of the main
building by reducing the traditional stock.

This includes not only the publication of new
documents in electronic form, but also the conversion
into digital form and more compact electronic media
of information from existing funds.

This approach, with the help of user and digital
libraries, helps to organize direct and remote
unrestricted access to the provided electronic sources
of information.

An important part of calculating the area of library
buildings and premises is the number of seats for
reading rooms. Because these places are important
in the total area of the library, they occupy an integral
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part of it and usually affect the characteristics of the
size (size or volume) of reading rooms. A number of
library functionality characteristics are determined
by the number of readers. The basic unit for counting
the number of readers in a library is usually a potential
reader [4, p. 132]. institutions is calculated based on
the student base and the working staff, that is, it is
defined as a standardized percentage of the team.
When determining the number of reading places, it
is recommended that their number be greater than the
number required for an average level of use.

The secondary function of the reader service areas
is to provide rooms for lectures and mass events,
exhibitions, rooms for informing and monitoring
the activities of employees, as well as providing
special rooms for placing computers, installing and
using other devices. It is important to properly equip
the premises where all equipment and devices are
monitored.

When placing the fund in the library, the
possibility of its further expansion should be taken
into account. The main unit of account of the fund is
its volume [5].

The desire to create optimal functional conditions
in the university library for both the stay of users
and the work of librarians is characteristic of all
countries. In each country, this problem has special
conditions, it is solved taking into account the
established traditions and necessarily the selection
of used furniture.

Specialists, especially in terms of interior design,
pay great attention to the choice of furniture for
libraries.

Items of library furniture must meet the
requirements of sustainability, convenience and
functionality of the library, must create a modern
aesthetic image corresponding to its interior. In
a modern interior, light, elegant design items are
usually used without unnecessary decorations. The
main furniture of the library for daily use should be
thoughtful, functional and light. You can also create
different zones in the library by combining furniture.
The color of the furniture can have a wide range and
vary depending on the location area. At the same
time, existing norms and aesthetic rules should be
followed, as well as the characteristics of the age
potential of users should be taken into account when
installing and configuring furniture in the university
library [6, p. 48]. The university library should be
equipped with at least the following types of furniture:
a reading table, a desk, a catalog department, an
exhibition showcase, racks for storing inventory,
tables and chairs for employees.

In general, library equipment includes the
following special and versatile furniture [7]:

1) shelves for documents (books, magazines,
etc.);

2) bookshelves;

3) bulletin boards and stands;
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4) boxes for library catalogs;

5) shelves for folders;

6) cabinets and shelves for videotapes and CDs;

7) office shelves, as well as cabinets for storing
documents and clothes;

8) tables for reading, writing and magazines;

9) work chairs;

10) various upholstered furniture, etc.

Universal furniture includes: tables, bedside
tables, cabinets, bookshelves, armchairs, sofas and
chairs, curbstones, etc. Universal furniture is used
to accommodate audiovisual devices, as well as
special stands. Special (library) furniture includes:
shelves, cabinets for the book department, cabinets
for catalogs, showcases, special stairs, etc.

Projection objects and projection equipment

The XXI Century — the century of progress
dictates its requirements for the education system
as a whole, if the presence of rich literature was an
indicator of a traditional library, today the availability
of high-quality equipment is equated to this list. To
visually display images on surfaces in the library,
various projection tools are used, which are divided
into static and dynamic. Projectors are devices
for displaying enlarged static (aerial projectors,
frame or slide projectors and epiprojectors) and
dynamic information (video projectors, multimedia
projectors). The first include diascopes, filmoscopes,
overhead projectors and epidiascopes for transparent
and opaque objects, as well as reading devices and
combined media projectors. Video projectors can
be used on a large screen as video recorders, video
disc players, analog video cameras, digital photo
and video cameras, televisions, personal computers,
etc. It serves to transmit video signals [8, p. 95-99].
The multimedia projector is used to demonstrate
multimedia applications to the general public. Such
a projector allows you to project statistical and
dynamic signals (images) from various audio and
video sources both individually and entirely, and
even simultaneously on a large screen. They can be
used in large rooms, and they can also be projected
well in well-lit rooms. There are wall screens that
can replace a projector with a TV with stereo sound,
a printed circuit board and a projection screen. This
screen is used in conference rooms, training sessions,
etc. It is intended for installation.

Audiovisual service

Audiovisual services in the library are carried out
using various means of communication (including
administrative and operational), telecommunications
(Internet), industrial television, audio and video
services, etc. covers its use. The libraries use the
following audiovisual services: voice recorders,
tape recorders, turntables and audio players; video
recorders, video players and televisions, microfilm
devices, visual and audiovisual devices (informants)
and systems. The workstations of library users
working with audio and video data, if necessary,
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should be equipped with headphones provided to
them by librarians. Recently, people are increasingly
using devices called “e-books”. This innovation also
affected libraries [9, p. 400].

The most common methods of protecting printed
documents are the use of magnetic, radar and radio
frequency devices. With radar protection, printed
documents are protected by a thin metal strip hidden
in the binding between the pages. These strips and
labels become sensitized and emit a sound signal
when in contact with an electromagnetic field. With
the radio frequency method, detection is carried
out using radio waves. In this case, the document is
provided with a self-adhesive label with an electronic
circuit. When leaving the library, the reader passes
between two antennas. When you try to extract the
marked document, an audio signal is activated. The
method of radio identification of documents allows
you to activate elements in them (from the English
Radio Frequency Identification, RFID — radio
frequency identification) and use them only within
the walls of the library. RFID tags are currently on
the way to obtaining the status of one of the most
used technologies in the field of retail sales, but
there are also several negative factors that counteract
the promotion of RFID to the masses. Although
RFID chips are essentially just high-tech barcodes
that can be read from a distance and even through
walls, cautious potential buyers argue that RFID
technology is too underdeveloped and expensive
for mass use. It should be noted that, to date, RFID
tags are mainly focused more on packaging a large
number of items — containers and pallets, than on
each product individually [10]. Today libraries face
several important tasks that can be solved with the
help of RFID technologies:

— increase the level of reader service;

—reduce the time for issuing materials;

— automate standard operations as much as
possible to increase productivity;

— identify users;

— ensure the safety of funds;

We assume that the implementation of the project
will: allow libraries of various municipalities to
gain new knowledge about modern innovations
in the field of security and preservation of funds,
exchange experience and jointly solve professional
problems; provide wider public access to all library
resources serving residents of the whole country. An
electronic reader’s ticket is a plastic card that allows
you to automate the processes of user identification,
organize control and management of access of readers
and employees to the library premises, automate
accounting, etc. An electronic library card can
have an individualized design within the corporate
identity of the library and perform additional
functions (which can be activated or deactivated):
identification at self-service stations and return
stations for registering media and publications, as
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well as account management, opening electronic
locks, making payments at self-service stations, on
copiers, etc. [11, p. 197].

In addition to new trends in interior design,
improvements of modern libraries with various
technical achievements, it is necessary to note one of
the important indicators of the new library. This is the
construction and adaptation of university libraries to
inclusive learning.

As we know, there is a trend of development
and full implementation of inclusive education all
over the world, that is, opportunities to receive the
same education regardless of physical condition,
therefore, when building new libraries, as well as
their restoration, it is necessary to take into account
the needs of students with disabilities [12]. These are,
first of all, the creation of a barrier-free environment,
the availability of special technical training tools,
the implementation of adapted basic professional
educational programs, manuals for inclusive
education and equipment for inclusive education
(keyboard with large buttons, joystick for people
with cerebral palsy, roller for people with cerebral
palsy), the purchase of manuals with Morse code,
the provision of video and audio materials with clear
graphical data are indicators of a modern university
library. An inclusive environment is equally necessary
for both disabled and healthy people. The first is to
get out of social isolation, the second is to destroy
stereotypes and form a number of personal qualities
necessary for building communication with people
with disabilities. Inclusion allows you to quickly and
creatively find ways to understand and perceive each
other through real interaction.

Of course, in order to obtain the results of library
inclusion (which at first glance are quite simple to
implement), a significant transformation of libraries
is necessary: their material and technical base,
funds, staffing; a new approach to the organization
of activities. This process is not easy and requires a
careful approach to its implementation.

Library of the University of Construction and
Architecture of Azerbaijan (AZMIU)

The development of library art all over the world,
including in Azerbaijan, dates back to the XI Century.
Since that period, more grandiose works have been
written, libraries have been created to preserve them.
Among the famous historical figures who played a
special role in collecting and transmitting samples of
Azerbaijani and world books to future generations
are: Fazlullah Rashid Al-Din, Bahmanyar, H. Tabrizi,
Nasreddin Tusi and many others. Nowadays, the
library system is very beautifully arranged. What
is the importance of libraries in Azerbaijan today —
the Azerbaijani National Library named after
Akhundzade, the Presidential Library, the Republican
Youth Library named after him. Jabbarli, the Kocharli
Republican Children’s Library and other specialized
libraries are functioning. According to the statistical
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bulletin on library activities of the State Statistics
Committee of Azerbaijan, there are 8,507 libraries at
mass children’s, youth, scientific and mass, and other
specialized institutions, of which 2,322 are in cities,
6,185 are in districts and villages.

To date, university libraries are gaining
particular popularity, as they are a direct indicator
of education in general. In this article we will show
the development and improvement of librarianship
against the background of the library of the University
of Construction and Architecture of Azerbaijan [13,
p. 348].

The library was established in 1977. Currently, its
fund has 514,285 copies of literature, journals and
abstracts. The main task of the library fund is to assist
the teaching staff and students in their educational
and research activities. The quality of stock materials
meets the requirements for the training of specialists
corresponding to the profile of the university. The
library is a powerful and rich information center
that deals with all types of scientific information
that can provide high-quality information services
to teachers and students. The library building is
quite spacious, meets all modern requirements,
the interior design is based on minimalism and is
made in soft beige tones. The university also has
an electronic library designed for students, teachers
and all readers. The electronic library is focused
on providing information needs of users in the
educational process and scientific activities. There
are textbooks and scientific literature on various
branches of science and technology, regulatory and
technical and periodicals, dissertations, documents
on the history of the university and other materials.
The resources of the electronic library are part of the
main library fund. These resources are included in
the library’s electronic catalog. But the search results
in the electronic catalog may differ somewhat, since
the electronic library uses special technologies
focused on full-text and multimedia resources. Each
electronic resource has its own restrictions on access
conditions. As a rule, readers (authorized users) have
broader rights to work with the resource. Authorized
users have the opportunity to use additional services
of their Personal Account, including compiling lists
of electronic resources, memorizing search queries,
and creating summaries from fragments of electronic
works. You can copy only fragments of works on
resources that are allowed to transfer. Readers can
also use the materials of scientific databases like Web
of Science (http://apps.webofknowledge.com),and
the Polpred online news database (https://polpred.
com) [14]. Also, the University of Architecture and
Construction conducts various events and exhibitions
annually. Recently, the electronic library organized
a book exhibition dedicated to the Architect’s Day.
The exhibition featured books by teachers of the
Faculty of Architecture, as well as architects of the
world, published in Azerbaijani, Russian, English
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and Turkish. The library adheres to the principle of
development and adaptation to all temporary changes
and requirements of the Ministry of Education in its
work.

Conclusion. The library in the modern world
ceases to be only a book storage center and acquires
new functions, including acting as a platform for
interaction and active communication of people.
Becoming a cultural and leisure center, a modern
library should provide opportunities for various
types of activities, among which one can distinguish
the acquisition of knowledge-independent study,
courses, master classes, lectures, seminars, etc.
thematic meetings-creative evenings with cultural
figures, book and film clubs, literary workshops,
etc. temporary exhibitions and expositions-
drawings, photographs, museum exhibits, books, etc.
intellectual games and contests, quizzes, hackathons,
etc. [15, p. 52].

Theatrical and musical evenings-amateur
performances and invited performers psychological
trainings and games-business and role-playing
games, career guidance, etc. The library space
should provide conditions for the successful conduct
of all events, at the same time keeping quiet and
comfortable places for work and reading. A big role
in creating such a space is played by the physical
environment: architecture and interior, which should
be modern and focused primarily on visitors, and not
on book depositories.
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Canamai CeBinmk Mawmen,
bakuHCHKOTO  JIep)KABHOTO  YHIBEpPCUTETY,
AsepOaiimkan

JOKTOPaHTKa
M. baky,

CYYACHI BHUMOI'M O VYHIBEPCUTET-
CbKHUX BIBJIIOTEK (ma npukiagi nmoTo4HOro
M0JI0:KeHHS 0i0/1i0TeKH YHiBepCHTETYy apXiTeKTypH Ta
OyniBHHITBa A3epOaiiakany)

AHorartis.

Vuisepcumemcvra — 6ibniomexa €  HeBIOOLbHOW
YACMUHOIO OC8IMU Ma KYIbMYPHOI CRAOWUHU HAYT, PieeHb
oceimu 3a2anom 3anexcums 6i0 pieHs i cmawy, came
momy Minicmepcmeo ocsimu 8UCy8ae NegHi GUMORU SIK 00
CIpYKIypu, max i 00 apXimexmypu YHIGepCUmMemcbKux
Oioniomex.  bydieni ma  mepumopii, saKki 3aumac
oOibniomexa, Maoms i0ON0GIOAMU 20108HUM CIAHOAPMAM
05t peanizayii 0CHOGHUX yineu I (yHKyil Oibriomexu.
Bonu maxooic nosunni egexmugHo GUKOPUCMO8ysamu
ceill mpocmip ma emimu adanmyeamucs 00 U020
suxopucmanHsi. [lle do nouamxy 6yoisnuymea 6ioniomexu
HeoOXiOHO  pospobumu  npoekm  0Oy0ieni, 8iON0GIOHO
00 NIaHy 300e3neYeHHs 2SHYYK020 (QYHKYIOHANHO20
BUKOPUCTNAHHSA, a4  TAKOJC — 6PAXY8AmMU  MAtOYMHIO
adanmayiio 00 MUMYACO8UX 3MiH, MOOMo 3abe3neuumu
MAKCUMATLHO — MOJICIUBULL  KOM¢popm y  Npocmopi y
0yOb-sikuil wac. Baoicnusum numanuim € Qinancyeanms
Oibniomex, OCKiTbKU 3a01s 3a0e3neuents  OaNCAHUX
pe3yibmamie HeoOXiOHi 3Hauwi ineecmuyii. Ilonimuka
opeanizayii ma eukopucmarHs OiOniomeuHux pecypcis,
pieenb depoicagroi niompumku Oioniomex bazamo 8 Yomy
3anexcams 60 GUBHAUEHHS. KOMNEMeHYil OCMAHHIX 'y
cucmemi eKOHOMIMHUX GIOHOCUH, WO 3MIHIOEMbCA. Ananiz
€6imo6oeo 0ibniomeuno2o 00Ceidy NOKA3YE, WO 30 YMOG
PUHKOBOI eKOHOMIKU Y cihepi 83aeMOBIOHOCUH OIOIIOmeKU
3 0epocasoro  Cnocmepieaiomocsi 08 NPOMULENCHI
menoenyii.  Ockintbku — CycniibHO-O0epiicasHa  opma



NMEJATOTTYHUN TA ICUXOJIOTTYHUAN TOCBIJ

enacHocmi, sika nepedbavac, wo 0Oioriomeuni nociyeu
HA0aromvcsi Oe3KOUmMoeHo (34 PAXYHOK (DIHAHCYBAHHS
3 0epacagrozo 010dcemy), NOYUHAE ICHY8AMU NOPsO
3 [HWUMU opmamu 8racHocmi, OiOniomexu npasHymv
CAMOCMIUHO  BU3HAYAMU CHEKMD NOCIYe, BUCTNYRAIOYU

npomu 6MpyHanHs oepoicasu 6 yci cghepu Oioniomeunoi

OisneHocmi.  Boonouac, — 6yOoyuu  HekomepyitiHuMu
opeanizayisimu, 6ioaiomeKU nPoO0BIHCYIOMb ROMpedysamu
00nomozu 0epicasu y po3e si3aHHI K eKOHOMIUHUX, MAK
i npasosux npobrem. /lepocasa Oinbuie He 6CMAHOBIIOE
«IHCOPCMKUXY  NpOepam  00CIY208Y8aHHA yumavis, a
BUCTYNAE  3AMOBHUKOM ab0 noKynyem OI01i0meyHux

Cmamms nHaoiuiuna 0o peokoneeii 11 ciuna 2023 poxy
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nocaye. Takum yuHom, depicasHi 2apanmii pieHUX npae 0jis
8CiX cnodcusais iHghopmayii 3apasz 36005mMbcsi 00 OnIAmMU
3 0epacagro2o 010dcenty auwe Yacmur mpaouyiiHux
oibniomeunux nociye, SKi HA0AOMbC  OE3KOUMOBHO.
Yumano cyuacnux oceimmuix yeHmpie 6CLIAKO CHpPUAIOmMb
B800CKOHANCHHIO CBO€l  Oibniomeky, aoxce CbO20OHI
VHigepcumemcvka — Oibniomexa  nepemeopunacs — Ha
micye, sike cryeye He Juuie Ol OMPUMAHHs iHGopmayii,
3HaMb, A U NPOBEOCHHS DISHOMAHIMHUX 0epiHCABHUX A
MIDICHAPOOHUX KOHGhepeHyill.

Kniouosi cnosa: xompopm, oceimnenns, inmep’ep;
3abe3neuenHs QyHKYIOHANbHOCHI, iHeeHmMap.
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